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�e story of

�e �ousand andOne 
Arabian Nights

Watch the Video on YouTube! 
youtube.com/watch?v=U-9pP3u410o

Play the free Interactive Game at GoClassical For Kids! 
goclassical.org/kids/scheherazade

Rimsky-Korsakov's 
Classical Music Tale
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»Ńe unŃappǘ ruler 
ǒŃo listens to 
¯cŃeŃeraǣade·s 
stories eacŃ nigŃt.

»Ńe roǘal ruler oĺ tŃe 
land͟ ǒŃo Ńanded doǒn 
Ńis land and ǒealtŃ to Ńis 
sons ¯Ńaraǘar and 
¯ŃaŃǣaman

»Ńe brave͟ clever 
storǘteller and 
daugŃter oĺ tŃe 
ŝing΁s cŃieĺ minister

King
Sharayar

»Ńe roǘal ruler oĺ tŃe 
land͟ ǒŃo Ńanded doǒn 
Ńis land and ǒealtŃ to Ńis 
sons ¯Ńaraǘar and 
¯ŃaŃǣaman
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hing ¯Ńaraǘar΁s ǒiĺe 
ǒŃo betraǘed Ńim.

Scheherazade

     7KH
'HcHiWIuO  
   4uHHQ



SŃoes 

»Ńe music brings tŃe ĺamous ̒̑̑̒ Arabian vigŃts stories to liĺe.  Vt begins ǒitŃ a loud͟ grumbling brass 
tŃeme representing tŃe stern ¯ultan.  »o Ńelp tŃe ruler become a ŝinder leader͟ tŃe brave ¯cŃeŃeraǣade 
sŃares encŃanting tales oĺ ¯inbad sailing stormǘ seas͟ roǘal romances͟ and ĺestive marŝetplaces.  ¯Ńe alǒaǘs 
pauses Ńer stories at an exciting cliĺĺŃanger so tŃe ¯ultan ǒill let Ńer return tŃe next nigŃt.  Aĺter ̒̑̑̒͟ 
nigŃts͟ Ńer beautiĺul musical adventures͟ carried bǘ a sǒeet solo violin͟ soĺten Ńis Ńeart completelǘ.

»he ¯tory �ehind the tusic

viŝolai §imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov composed ¯cŃeŃeraǣade during tŃe summer oĺ ̙̙̙̒ 
at a beautiĺul laŝeside countrǘ Ńouse.  Qe loved ĺolŝ tales and spent Ńis ǘoutŃ 
traveling tŃe ǒorld as a §ussian naval oĺȎcer͟ giving Ńim a liĺelong love ĺor tŃe 
ocean.  Qe combined Ńis sea memories ǒitŃ magical stories to create an orcŃestral 
masterpiece tŃat premiered in ¯t. ¤etersburg͟ §ussia͟ on �ctober ̙̓͟ ̙̙̙̒.  
§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov ǒanted tŃe instruments to act liŝe a colorĺul picture booŝ ĺor 
tŃe ears͟ inspiring listeners to use tŃeir oǒn imaginations to paint tŃe scenes.

A Qistory of the tusic

7KH Music RI Scheherazade

viŝolai §imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov ¯igned  abinet  ard

§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov΁s 
 ŃildŃood Qome 
΋ tuseum
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»he Voice of ¯cheheraǣade: 
            »he ¯olo Violin and Qarp
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»he Presence of the ¯ultan hing: 
              Qeavy �rass and joǒ ¯trings
Vn sŃarp contrast͟ tŃe poǒerĺul ¯ultan hing ¯Ńaraǘar is introduced bǘ Q0AVà �§A¯¯ and L�Ú ¯»§VvJ¯ Ͷtrombones͟ tubas͟ 
and double bassesͷ. ¤laǘed incrediblǘ loud and altogetŃer in unison͟ meaning tŃe instruments all plaǘ tŃe exact same notes 
at tŃe exact same time͟ tŃese instruments deliver a giant ǒall oĺ sound announcing a roǘal entrance. »Ńe music is Ńeavǘ͟ 
rigid͟ and stomping to represent Ńis strict rules and darŝ͟ stern personalitǘ. »Ńe instruments plaǘ a descending scale tŃat 
presses doǒn on tŃe audience͟ setting up a perĺect musical battle oĺ ǒits betǒeen tŃe loud ŝing and tŃe clever storǘteller.

§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov uses a clever tecŃnique called 
tÂ¯V AL »Q0t0¯ to bring cŃaracters to liĺe ǒitŃout 
ǒords. fust liŝe a modern movie soundtracŝ͟ speciȎc 
instruments are assigned to diĺĺerent cŃaracters so tŃe 
audience instantlǘ recogniǣes ǒŃo is Άspeaŝing.Ά �ǘ 
contrasting a single delicate violin ǒitŃ a poǒerĺul 
booming brass section͟ tŃe composer creates a musical 
conversation betǒeen tŃe storǘ·s tǒo main Ȏgures.

»Ńe brave storǘteller is represented bǘ a beautiĺul solo violin 
plaǘing a sǒeet͟ ǒinding melodǘ. ÚŃenever tŃis tŃeme 
appears͟ tŃe rest oĺ tŃe orcŃestra groǒs quiet so tŃe single 
violin can sŃine͟ mimicŝing a room ĺalling silent ǒŃen listening 
to a ĺascinating tale. »o maŝe it sound even more magical͟ 
a gentle QA§¤ accompanies tŃe violin. »Ńis combination oĺ 
instruments evoŝes ancient traveling storǘtellers plucŝing a 
stringed instrument ǒŃile reciting a tale͟ perĺectlǘ matcŃing 
¯cŃeŃeraǣade΁s grace and intelligence.
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A ¤0§¯VAv tVvVA»Â§0 is a small͟ brigŃtlǘ 
colored illustration tŃat tells a beautiĺul storǘ. 
�acŝ in tŃe ̒̕tŃ centurǘ͟ reading poetrǘ and 
literature became verǘ popular in ¤ersia͟ tŃe 
Ńomeland oĺ ¯cŃeŃeraǣade. ¯pecial painting 
scŃools opened across tŃe region͟ ǒŃere master 
painters used ricŃ pigments ĺrom crusŃed minerals 
and real gold to maŝe tŃe pages sŃimmer.

»Ńese tinǘ artǒorŝs ǒere painted inside booŝs to illustrate popular 
poems and ĺolŝ stories͟ maŝing tŃe pages exciting and easǘ ĺor 
cŃildren to understand. Looŝ closelǘ to discover a magical ǒorld 
pacŝed into a tinǘ space.
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The magnificently detailed drawings 
show brave characters, grand royal 
palaces with swirling patterns, lush 
green gardens, magical singing birds, 
and blooming flowers.
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Long before books existed, people 
shared news, history, and culture 
through the ancient art of storytelling.  

Traveling storytellers, like the Bards of the 
Middle Ages, journeyed from village to village to 
pass down traditions.  For children, these tales 
were especially important because they taught 
valuable lessons about wisdom, good behavior, 
and virtue.  Eventually, collectors like the 
Brothers Grimm began writing these spoken 
words down into modern fairy tale books.

One of the most famous story collections in the 
world is the 1001 Arabian Nights.  
These Middle Eastern tales were originally performed aloud 
by traveling storytellers long before they were ever printed.  
This incredible tradition of oral storytelling inspired Russian 
composer Rimsky-Korsakov to turn these classic bedtime 
adventures into a beautiful piece of classical music.

The collection's most famous tale centers on the brave and clever Scheherazade. 
Her king had ordered a terrible law to end the lives of the young girls in the kingdom, and Scheherazade was next in line.  
To save herself, she begged the king to listen to a story. She told a thrilling tale but stopped right at the most exciting 
part, promising to finish it the next night.  The king eagerly spared her life for one more day just to hear the ending. 
By repeating this clever trick for 1,001 nights, Scheherazade saved herself and all the young girls in the kingdom.

Storytelling



Geography

¯cŃeŃeraǣade·s dangerous ǒorld oĺ 
hings and empires ǒas inspired bǘ 
tŃe real Ńistorǘ oĺ ancient ¤ersia.  

»Ńe cŃaracter ¯cŃeŃeraǣade lived in Av V0v» ¤0§¯VA͟ a 
vibrant region located in tŃe modernͮdaǘ tiddle 0ast͟ 
primarilǘ centering around tŃe countrǘ oĺ Vran.  Long 
beĺore it became a uniȎed nation͟ diverse cultures 
occupied tŃese lands.  »Ńe ¤ersian people ĺormallǘ 
establisŃed tŃemselves around ̖̒̑̑ �. .͟ settling soutŃ 
oĺ Laŝe Ârmia and around tŃe Ńistoric citǘ oĺ ¯Ńiraǣ.

3HUsiDQ (PSiUH
�ǘ ̖̖̑ �. .͟ tŃe ¤ersians ǒere led bǘ hing  ǘrus 
tŃe Jreat͟ a ĺamous ruler ǒŃo rapidlǘ expanded 
tŃe ŝingdom into a massive empire.  Ânder Ńis 
leadersŃip͟ ¤ersian territories stretcŃed as ĺar 
ǒest as parts oĺ modern 0Gà¤»͟ LI�àA͟ and 
GREECE͟ and all tŃe ǒaǘ east to tŃe Vndus §iver 
in modern ¤AKIS»Av and Iv'IA͟ and covered 
modernͮdaǘ AFGQAvIS»Av͟ I§Av͟ I§A¦͟ Sà§IA͟ 
L0�AvOv͟ IS§A0L͟ »Â§K0à and A§t0vIA.  
»Ńis vast geograpŃǘ connected diĺĺerent cultures͟ 
ǒŃicŃ Ńelped spread tŃe magical ĺairǘ tales ǒe 
enŚoǘ todaǘ.
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vVh�LAV §Vt¯hàͮh�§¯Ah�V Ͷ̙̒̑̕Ͱ̙̒̑̚ͷ greǒ up in a 
ǒealtŃǘ ĺamilǘ loving music. »ŃougŃ Ńe learned piano and cello͟ 
Ńis ĺamilǘ steered Ńim toǒard a career in tŃe §ussian vavǘ. Qis 
patŃ cŃanged at age ̘̒ ǒŃen Ńe met a ĺamous composer named 
�alaŝirev͟ ǒŃo recogniǣed tŃe teenager΁s immense talent. 
§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov soon Śoined a group oĺ ǘoung musicians called 
;»Ńe Iive͟Ϳ ǒorŝing togetŃer to create a brand neǒ stǘle oĺ 
classical music inspired bǘ traditional §ussian stories.

§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov

§imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov ĺamilǘ  oat �ĺ Arms

Later in liĺe͟ Ńe became a celebrated proĺessor at tŃe ¯t. ¤etersburg  onservatorǘ͟ 
teacŃing legendarǘ students liŝe Vgor ¯travinsŝǘ. »odaǘ͟ §imsŝǘͮhorsaŝov is 
remembered as tŃe master oĺ ;orcŃestration.Ϳ »Ńis is tŃe special art oĺ painting pictures 
in a listener΁s mind bǘ blending tŃe unique ;sound colorsͿ oĺ diĺĺerent instruments. 
Qe used tŃis musical magic to ǒrite a vast collection oĺ operas and orcŃestral pieces͟ 
including Ńis ĺamous and beautiĺullǘ descriptive musical retelling oĺ ¯cŃeŃeraǣade.

¯t. ¤etersburg           
 onservatorǘ Qe used tŃis musical magic to ǒrite a vast collection oĺ operas and orcŃestral pieces͟ 

including Ńis ĺamous and beautiĺullǘ descriptive musical retelling oĺ ¯cŃeŃeraǣade.
 onservatorǘ

5 imsky-Korsakov
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§ecording oĺ ;¯cŃeŃeraǣade͟ �p. ̖̔Ϳ͟ composed bǘ 
vicolai §imsŝiͮhorsaŝov͟ conducted bǘ §iccardo tuti 
and perĺormed bǘ tŃe ¤ŃiladelpŃia �rcŃestra͟ 
courtesǘ 0tV §ecords.

Resources

Visit GOCLASSICAL.org For Kids! 
Free fun classical music games
and free teacher/family resources!
goclassical.org

¤laǘ tŃe ĺree ¯cŃeŃeraǣade Vnteractive Jameͣ 
goclassical.org/kids/sche/scheherazade

'oǒnload ĺree ¯cŃeŃeraǣade »eacŃer §esources͠ 
goclassical.org/for-teachers-scheherazade

§ecording oĺ ;¯cŃeŃeraǣade͟ �p. ̖̔Ϳ͟ composed bǘ 
vicolai §imsŝiͮhorsaŝov͟ conducted bǘ §iccardo tuti 
and perĺormed bǘ tŃe ¤ŃiladelpŃia �rcŃestra͟ 

Visit GOCLASSICAL.org For Kids! 
Free fun classical music gamesFree fun classical music gamesF
and free teacher/family resources!
goclassical.org

¯ome images in tŃis 'iscoverǘ Juide are 
courtesǘ oĺ Úiŝimedia  ommons 
and include proper attribution. 
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ÚatcŃ ¯cŃeŃeraǣade·s Video on àou»ubeͣ 
youtube.com/watch?v=U-9pP3u410o
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