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Discovering the world of Opera through the music of 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel
LESSON PLAN
INTRODUCTION
Hansel and Gretel: Learning about Opera! is an online educational experience featuring Humperdinck's Opera Hansel and Gretel. Players can control interactive elements in every scene and watch the play unfold. 

Parents and children or student groups can experience and enjoy these activities together and learn about opera music and theatre. Music listening guides and music games assist with exploration of the elements of orchestral and opera music. At the end of the story, additional information and resources can be found Backstage at the Opera. 
GRADE LEVEL

· Grades 1 - 4
CONTENT FOCUS
· Music

· Theater

· Language Arts

LENGTH of Lesson Plan 

· 1 or 2 50-minute periods
MATERIALS
This module has a downloadable language arts activity and downloadable puppet making activity.

Technical Requirement for the online educational experience: Because of extensive multimedia sound, this program works best on faster computers (PC: Pentium 3 or better, Mac: G4 or better) and with faster connections (56K or better.)

This program requires the Flash plug-in version 8 or higher. [Go to http://www.macromedia.com/shockwave/download/  to download Flash]
TEACHING AND LEARNING PROCEDURES
This learning experience will help the visitor listen to classical music as well as present musical elements through such concepts as melody and rhythm. As the visitor listens to the music and follows the story, other music concepts will be presented as “Listening and Learning” guides, teaching about music’s color, mood, and energy. The orchestra will be a focus at the “Intermission” and will present the instruments and sections of the ensemble.

In addition to an introduction to Hansel and Gretel, students will learn about opera history, access a glossary of opera terminology, learn about the elements of opera, opera singers, production crews, behind the scenes in an opera house and partake in two off-line activities (puppet-making and fairy tale story-telling).

Depending upon the number of computers available in the classroom, divide the class into groups. Each student or group can take a turn on the computer, listening to the music on the home page as well as playing the Hansel and Gretel game. One group of students can work with the computer, one group can write their own “Fractured Fairy Tale” and one group could work with the puppet download, creating their own puppets of Hansel and Gretel.

Evaluation of student learning can be assessed by giving them the Hansel and Gretel Quiz at the end of the learning experience. Alternatively, a teacher might choose to have students fill out the Quiz as they find the answers during their exploration of the module (generally answers can be discovered in the "Next" scrolls which pop up at the end of each scene).
Quiz Answers:

l.  (c)

2. (a, b, and c)

3.  (c)

4.  (b)

5.  (b)

6.  (a)

7.  (c)

8.  (b)

9.  (a)

10. (b)

Evaluation/Outcomes

· Students will be able to identify visually and aurally the shape and sounds of the string, woodwind, brass, percussion, and string instruments of the orchestra

· Students will be able to understand the concept of melody in music

· Students will be able to understand the concept of rhythm in music

· Students will be able to identify motion in musical composition

· Students will be able to identify energy in musical composition

· Students will be able to will be able to identify mood in musical composition

· Students will be able to identify musical motif or theme

· Students will be able to understand terms associated with the production of an Opera

· Students will be able to understand the characteristics of Opera Houses

· Students will be able to costume choreography and technical effects of opera productions 
“Listening and Learning” Concepts (found in the “Next” scroll at the end of each screen)

· Perceptual map of music learning/music elements

· Perception categorizes music in a holistic fashion

· Non elemental characteristics of music include motion, flow, texture or fabric, energy, color and mood

· Elements of music include rhythm, melody, motif or theme

· Melody is created when pitches are heard in a linear fashion

· Composers use a motif to represent a character in a musical story

Learning Objectives: 

“Listening and Learning” Concepts (found in the “Next” scroll at the end of each screen):
· To recognize motion, energy, color and mood in music composition

· To recognize the musical elements of rhythm, melody and motif or theme

· To understand that melody is created when pitches are heard in a linear fashion

Hansel and Gretel Interactive elements on each story screen:

· To understand the terms associated with the production of opera

· To understand the characteristics of opera houses

· To understand costume, choreography, technical effects of opera productions 

Hansel and Gretel Orchestra Game:

· To identify the sounds and shapes of the various instruments of the orchestra

· To identify the sections and placement of instruments in an orchestra

Fractured Fairy Tale (Language Arts) (downloadable PDF Activity)
· To restate facts and details in the text to clarify and organize ideas

· To generate alternative endings to plots and identify the reasons for and the impact of the alternatives

· To describe the setting, characters, objects and events of a story in detail

· To comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales

· To determine what the characters are like by what they say and do

· To identify the main events of a plot, its cause and the influence of each event on future action

· Use knowledge of a situation and its setting and of a character’s traits and motivations to determine the causes of that character’s actions

· To write narratives

Standards for Visual and Performing Arts

CALIFORNIA STANDARDS FOR VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Music: 

Grade One: Artistic Perception:  
   1.3  Identify common instruments visually and aurally; Aesthetic Valuing 
   4.2 Describe how ideas or moods are communicated through music.

Grade  Two:  Artistic Perception:  
   1.5 Identify visually and aurally individual wind, string, brass, and percussion instruments; Aesthetic Valuing  
   4.3  Identify how specific musical elements communicate ideas or moods in  music

Grade Three:  Artistic Perception 
   1.4  Identify visually and aurally the four families of orchestral instruments; Aesthetic valuing 
   4.3 Describe how specific musical elements communicate particular ideas or moods in music

Grade Four:  Artistic Perception 
   1.4 Describe music according to its elements, using the terminology of music

CROSS CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN LANGUAGE ARTS

Grade Two:

Standard 2.0 Reading comprehension

    2.5 Restate facts and details in the text to clarify and organize ideas

    2.6 Recognize cause and effect relationships in a text

Standard 3.0  Literary Response and Analysis

    3.2  Generate alternative endings to plots and identify the reasons or reasons for, and the impact of, the alternatives

Standard 2.0 Writing Applications

    2.1.a  Move through a logical sequence of events

    2.1.b   Describe the setting, characters, objects and events in detail

Grade Three:

Standard 3.0   Literary Response and Analysis

    3.2  Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales

    3.3   Determine what characters are like by what they say and do

Standard 2.0  Writing Applications

    2.1  Write narratives; provide a context within which an action takes place

Grade Four:

Standard 3.0  Literary Response and Analysis

    3.2  Identify main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of each event on future   
  actions

    3.3  Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character’s traits and motivations to 
  determine the causes of that character’s actions

Standard 2.0  Writing Aplications

    2.1  Write narratives
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BACKSTAGE AT THE OPERA

Hansel and Gretel Plot Synopsis

Act One:  In their family cottage deep in a forest, Hansel and Gretel have been left alone. Instead of doing chores, Gretel tries to teach Hansel to dance and shows him a jug of milk saved for dinner. Suddenly their mother comes home and scolds them for playing. Hansel accidentally breaks the milk jug and laughs about it, making mother furious. Angry, she sends the children out into the forest to gather strawberries for dinner. The father comes home with food and wonders where the children are. When the mother tells him they have gone to the woods, he is horrified. He tells her about the Witch who lives in the forest and cooks children into Gingerbread.

Act Two:  In the forest the children gather strawberries. As darkness falls, the children realize they have lost their way. Hansel and Gretel decide to say their prayers and go to sleep for the night. As they pray, angels come and surround them, protecting them from harm.

Act Three:  It is morning. Suddenly the mist clears and a Gingerbread house appears. The starving children rush and break off pieces of cake from the house.  An ugly witch appears and grabs Hansel and Gretel. When the children try to escape, the Witch puts a spell on them, trapping Hansel in a cage. At the thought of baking the children into cookies, the Witch gets very excited and flies around. The Witch wants to see how ready Hansel is to be baked, and then tells Gretel to get the oven ready. Gretel pretends not to understand. As the Witch leans in to show Gretel how to open the oven door, the children push her in and slam the door. Hansel is freed from the Witch’s spell and the children joyously dance around.  The father and mother rush in and the family is reunited safely.
ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Text from BACKSTAGE AT THE OPERA 
German composer Engelbert Humperdinck (1854 - 1921) was the son of an elementary school teacher and sang in the choir of his local church. He won prizes that helped him study with a famous composer of the time, Richard Wagner.

He was a young composer when his sister Adelheid asked if he would set parts of a children’s play she was writing about Hansel and Gretel to music. The results were so wonderful that he was asked to write a full opera about the fairy tale.

Humperdinck’s opera on Hansel and Gretel has become a classic and is performed around the world, and is considered the composer’s greatest success.

(The modern 1960s singer, Engelbert Humperdinck, named himself after the famous composer!)

LINKS
www.naxos.com/composerinfo/Engelbert_Humperdinck_24518/24518.htm 

www.emusic.com/album/Engelbert-Humperdinck-Hansel-and-Gretel-MP3-Download/10962378.html 
Additional Background Information for Teachers/Parents: 
The composer Engelbert Humperdinck succeeded in writing an opera which tells the simple fairy tale of Hansel and Gretel in a musical treatment of remarkable sophistication. A student of the famous composer Richard Wagner, he knew how to orchestrate in grand and lyrical style, but managed with this beautiful opera to create captivating melodies. These melodies, which helped the opera to instant success with their immediate folk-like appeal are familiar around the world today. The world premiere was on December 23, 1893, and the tradition to make Hansel and Gretel the ideal Christmas opera was established.
FAIRY TALES
Text from BACKSTAGE AT THE OPERA
Fairy Tales have been told and retold for hundreds of years. They are often known as folk tales.
The Grimm Brothers were known for collecting folk tales that were passed down from generation to generation. Grimm's Fairy Tales are known all over the world.  

Fairy tales often have characters such as goblins, elves, trolls, giants, witches.  There are scary villains, heroes, magic kingdoms and enchantments.  Harry Potter is our most famous modern day fairy tale.
LINKS

www.surlalunefairytales.com 

www.grimmfairytales.com 


Downloadable Activities

Fractured Fairy Tale activity [PDF]

Hansel and Gretel Puppets activity [PDF]

Additional Background Information for Teachers/Parents:
About Fairy Tales:  Many cultures have the same fairy tales, for instance, Egypt and Iceland have similar “Cinderella” stories. Grimm’s Fairy Tales include Cinderella and Hansel and Gretel.  Fairy tales often involve folkloric characters and often happy endings after a crisis for one of the main characters.
WHAT IS OPERA?
Text from BACKSTAGE AT THE OPERA
Opera is a story told in music combining the text (libretto) with a musical score. Opera performances are typically given in opera houses and the singers are accompanied by an orchestra. The lead characters in an opera are sung by individuals of different vocal ranges and there is often an opera chorus. Operas also feature beautiful scenery and costumes.

Opera stories are told in several musical ways. Main characters sing arias which have beautiful melodies. Sometimes groups of three, four, or more singers (ensembles) sing at the same time. And the chorus often comments on the action of the plot.

Opera singers sound really different from pop singers because they are trained to use their voices without microphones!

LINKS

www.metoperafamily.org/metopera
www.santafeopera.org 

www.lyricopera.org
www.sfopera.com
www.losangelesopera.com

BOOKS

Sing Me a Story: The Metropolitan Opera’s Book of Opera Stories for Children:  Jane Rosenberg

Pavarotti’s Opera Made Easy: Luciano Pavarotti

The Classical Child at the Opera:  Anastasi Mavrides

The Dog Who Sang at the Opera:  Jim West and Marshall Izen

Opera Cat:  Tess Weaver
Bravo! Brava! A Night at the Opera:   Anne Siberell


Additional Background Information for Teachers/Parents: 
Behind the Scenes at the Opera:  The production crew is made up of a stage manager, stage hands, prop manager, wardrobe supervisor, and wig and make up supervisor. In addition, there is a sound engineer, master electrician, master carpenter and technical/lighting supervisor. Rehearsal pianists and vocal coaches complete the group that is responsible for all the backstage activities at the opera.

About the Orchestra:  The Orchestra is the group of instrumental musicians who accompany the singers in an opera. The orchestra performs in the “pit” or the sunken area in front of the stage.  The conductor, often the Music Director of the Opera, directs all the musicians. With the use of a “baton” he/she provides the tempo for the music, volume, and all other expressive elements of the orchestra.

VOICE STUDIO
Text from BACKSTAGE AT THE OPERA
Good singing is made by a steady flow of breath that produces vibrations on the vocal cords. The breath sends those vibrations to all the spaces in the throat and head where the voice picks up a quality called resonance.

Singers are born into a vocal range. For women, the highest voice is the soprano, followed by the lower mezzo soprano.  For men, the highest voice is the tenor,  followed by the lower baritone or bass.

There is nothing like a truly beautiful voice to inspire us.  Listen below to some of the greatest singers of our time.

VIDEO

Soprano:  Renee Fleming sings "When I Have Sung My Songs For You"

Mezzo Soprano:  Marilyn Horne sings "Cruda Sorte" from Rosini's opera "Italian Girl in Algiers"

Tenor:  Luciano Pavarotti sings "Che Gelida Manina" from Puccini's opera "La Boheme"

Baritone: Thomas Hampson sings "Largo al Factotum" from Rosini's opera "Barber of Seville"

Visit a Master Class: a lesson for advanced singers usually attended by an audience [Placido Domingo teaches a soprano]

LINKS

www.sethriggs.com 

www.thevoiceplace.com/  

www.findingyourvoice.com/ 

FAMOUS OPERA SINGERS

Luciano Pavarotti in Vélodrome Stadium

Maria Callas

Joan Sutherland as Haydn's Euridice
Plácido Domingo as Otello
Leontyne Price

Enrico Caruso

Marilyn Horne as Amneris in Aida
Additional Background Information for Teachers/Parents:
About Opera Singers:  Opera singers are trained to sing in a big theater without microphones! They work on controlling the flow of breath which uses a lot of stomach muscles and good lung capacity. Opera singers must have a voice teacher and a voice coach, they have to learn languages, stage movement, and of course learn to read music! Sopranos are the female singers with the highest vocal range. Mezzo sopranos are female singers with a voice slightly lower than sopranos (in choral music, the term alto is also used for this voice type). Tenors are male singers with the highest range, baritones are mid range male voices, and a bass is a male singer with the lowest vocal range.
GLOSSARY

Aria = A beautiful song for one singer

Backdrop =  A curtain that displays scenery hung at the back of the stage

Backstage = The area behind the curtain and around the performing stage where all the technical things happen

Blocking = How the performers are placed and moved around the stage
Choreographer = The person who creates and arranges dances or ballets
Chorus = A group of singers
Chorus Master = The person who directs and rehearses the chorus
Conductor = The person who directs the orchestra, and is usually the music director of the Opera

Costume and Wig Designer = The person responsible for designing the wardrobe and wigs for the actors

Diva = A female singing star
Dressing Room = The place where the singers put on their makeup and costumes
Duet = A beautiful song for two singers
Footlights = Theater lights at the front of a stage
General Director = The person who is responsible for being in charge of the Opera (this is YOU!)
Libretto = The text, or words that are sung in an opera
Lighting Technician = The person that plans all aspects of lighting a production
Orchestra Pit = The area where the instrumental musicians sit, in front and below the stage
Overture = The music that is played by an orchestra before the opera begins
Prompter =  A person who sits in a little booth at the foot of the stage and helps the singers with their words
Props = Objects used on stage
Proscenium = The area at the front of the stage

Quartet =  A piece of music for four voices
Raked stage = The stage is slanted, higher in the back, lower in the front to give dimension to the stage
Rehearsal = The music and staging is practiced before performance
Score = The words and music of an opera

Set Designer = A Set Designer creates the set with furnishings, wallpaper, and built set pieces

Spotlight = A strong beam of light that illuminates only a small area

Technical Effects =  The art of creating illusions on stage
Tempo =  The speed of the music
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